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Ambo Project 

• 1998 - metropolitan alcohol and drug related 
attendances 

• End 2011 – regional Victoria added (172,000 
in 2018) 

• 2012 – National Ambo Project  
• ACT, NT, NSW, Tasmania, QLD, VIC (SA, WA in future) 

– data snapshots of one month per quarter (March, June, 
September and December)  

– Funded by Commonwealth Dept of Health 

• Estimate - 488,598 cases (nationally) to code 
in 2018 



What is a case? 

“Is it reasonable to attribute the immediate or 
recent (past 24 hours) over- or inappropriate 
substance use as a contributing reason for the 
ambulance attendance?"   
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Step 1. 

Ambulance data collection 

Step 2. 

Data filtering 

Step 3.  

Initial data processing 

Step 4. 

Coding 

Step 5.  

Data export 



Coding - AOD 



Coding – specific drugs 



Opiate-related ambulance attendances 
June 2012-December 2017 
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Metro/Regional distribution opioid-related 
ambulance attendances 
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AmboAODStats 
http://amboaodstats.org.au/Metro_Regional/ 



AOD Stats 
http://aodstats.org.au/Met-Reg/ 



Type of opioid analgesic in 
ambulance attendances 
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Poly substance with opiates 
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Opiate-related attendances – 
Transported to hospital 
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Naloxone and opiate-related 
ambulance attendances 
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Ambulance attendances for 
selected injectable drugs 

Includes: heroin, 

amphetamines, 

cocaine, opioid 

analgesics, opioid 

pharmacotherapy

benzodiazepines 
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